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The DCPS Board of Education and Supt. Matt Robbins regretfully

accepted the resignation of Board Chairman Mike Clark during a

meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 2, due to his moving outside his district of

representation. However, his presence will continue to live on as a

guiding light to those of us who have been

blessed to know and work with him.

Mr. Clark joined the Daviess County Public

Schools Board of Education in 2011 and was

named chairman in 2017. However, he has a

long legacy of service to others, specifically

through the area of education. 

He began his career at a boarding school for

boys near Detroit, Michigan; served in West

Africa as a missionary and a member of the

Peace Corps, and then joined the faculty at a

Notre Dame preparatory school for boys.

He has served DCPS as a teacher and administrator for more than

30 years, starting as a chemistry teacher at Apollo High School in

1963 and later as principal at Daviess County Middle School. He

retired as principal at Burns Middle School in 2000. Altogether, he

worked as a professional educator in public and parochial schools

for 47 years. 
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Mike Clark

Superintendent Matt Robbins speaks with Mike

Clark as Mr. Clark prepares to conduct his final

meeting as chairman of the DCPS Board of 

Education on Oct. 2, 2018.
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He and his wife Rose are the 

parents of three children, 

including a daughter who has

Down syndrome, which led to his

become the co-founder of Dream

Riders of Kentucky, where his 

advocacy on behalf of the disabled

earned him the prestigious 

Volunteer of the Year Award from

the Kentucky Retired Teachers 

Association in 2016. 

Reflecting back over his career, 

Mr. Clark said his favorite and

most rewarding role was that of

teacher. “I loved being with the

kids,” he said.

DCPS Superintendent Matt 

Robbins said Mr. Clark’s 

retirement is an enormous loss to

the Board of Education. “He is

such a strong advocate of public

education,” Matt said. “On a 

personal level, I have complete 

admiration for Mr. Clark. He is a man who has devoted

his life to public service.”

Board vice chairman Dr. Tom Payne said, “I’ve known

Mike for many years, having worked with him as vice

principal at Burns Middle School and as a fellow Board

member for four years. Mike has always been enthusiastic

about education and the welfare of kids. He’s dedicated

most of his adult life working in some capacity in 

education, even in Africa, working with extremely poor

children as a young man. He may be leaving the  Board,

but I’m sure Mike will remain active in some capacity that

benefits children.”

Dale Stewart also reflected on many years of friendship as

he said, “Mike and I started at Apollo together in the

school year of 1973-74, which was the first graduation

class for the Eagle Family. He has always put service first,

both in his personal and professional life. I am proud to

call him my friend and he has been an inspiration to many.

I extend my best wishes to Mike and Rose as they start

their next journey together.”

As part of his official resignation, Mr. Clark shared a

statement that read in part, “In total, I have served the

Daviess County Public Schools for over 35 years in the

role of teacher, assistant principal, principal, and school

board member. It has been an honor and privilege to serve

on the School Board for the last eight years. The Daviess

County Public Schools continues to be one of the best

school districts in Kentucky and this certainly has been an

extraordinary and joyful experience for me personally and

professionally.

“Thank you for allowing me to be a part of a district that

has always done ‘what is best for kids’! I have been, and

shall remain, a staunch advocate for public schools.”

Thank You, Mike Clark!

Above: From left, Supt. Matt Robbins and Board members Todd Anderson, 

Dr. Tom Payne and Dale Stewart share memories of their experiences in serving

with retiring Board chairman Mike Clark, far right, following Mr. Clark’s final

meeting as a member of the Board of Education.

Below: Mike Clark visits with students at Burns Middle School in 2016. In 

reflecting over his long and illustrious career in education, Mr. Clark said his

most precious memories are of time spent working with students. 



Infinite Campus recently released two new apps: 

Campus Student and Campus Parent. Infinite Campus no

longer supports their old app that

many parents and students have

used for years. 

You should be aware that as IC

progresses its product, students and

parents depend on it more and

more as an organizational tool to

plan for current and upcoming 

assignments. In the image at right,

you’ll see the weekly overview as

an example of something available

in the app. When a teacher adds an

assignment on the day it is assigned, this Weekly

Overview provides information to parents in regards to

assignments that are pending. If a teacher waits to put the

assignment into IC until after the assignment has been

collected on the due date and grades are entered, this tool

holds little value for planning and opens the door for 

frustration from the student and parent.

If you are not already in the practice of adding your 

assignments to IC in advance of due dates, I encourage

you to consider doing so. 

As always, please don’t hesitate to ask questions. 

— Aaron Yeiser

DCPS Technology Integration Specialist

Aaron Yeiser

Infinite Campus App Update
Building Bridges Between Classrooms and Home

Honoring Our Veterans
Veterans and those currently serving our country in the U.S. military are 

invited to attend DCPS high school athletic events free with military ID.

Signs are being posted this week at Apollo and Daviess County high school

stadiums and we look forward to welcoming veterans and service

men/women as our honored guests.

The idea originated with two retired AHS teachers, Nancy Schmeal and

Sondra Jones, who approached Board of Education member Dale Stewart

with the suggestion. He shared the proposal with DCPS Superintendent

Matt Robbins, principals Matt Mason and Rick Lasley, and district/high

school athletic directors Charles Broughton, Dan Crume and Larry 

Logsdon, who offered their wholehearted support. AHS athletic 

administrative assistant Misty Berry went into action to have signs made. 

Please help us spread the word as we welcome those who have given so

much to defend our freedoms! 
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Office of Teaching and

Learning Update
This monthly feature 

provides information and 

updates about progress,

events and activities in our

DCPS Office of Teaching

and Learning, shared by 

assistant superintendent Jana

Beth Francis. 

October 2018
Oct. 3 – Instructional 

Coaches meeting

Oct. 4 – Science Team 

training

Oct. 16 – Not Your Momma’s LDC/Science and 

Social Studies group

Oct. 17 – Assistant Principals meeting

Oct. 17 – Instructional Coaches meeting

Oct. 18 – Secondary Principals meeting

Oct. 18 – Office of Teaching and Learning meeting

Oct. 23 – District Counselors meeting

Oct. 25 – Administrators meeting

Oct. 25 and 29 – Future Leaders Academy Leadership 

Workshop

Oct. 29-30 – Feedback Workshop with Joellen Killion

Oct. 31 – Instructional Coaches meeting

Jana Beth Francis

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.healthymonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

The Grapevine is YOUR newsletter!

Share photos and news 

about innovative

teaching and learning 

projects with our district!

Send information to

grapevine@dcps.org

Apollo at 50 – Friday
Apollo High School

is continuing its

celebration of the

school’s 50th 

anniversary with a

special alumni event

on Friday, Oct. 5.

Current and retired

faculty and staff

members are invited to a special reception at 5:30 p.m. in

the Commons Area.

All current and former students and families are invited to

attend the AHS vs. Christian County football game at

Eagle Stadium starting at 7 p.m. Throughout the game,

members of each graduating class will be recognized, and

everyone will be invited to have their picture taken at a

photo booth with a special background.

Advance registration is encouraged but not required by

calling 270-852-7100. Principal Rick Lasley and his staff

invite all alumni and Eagle Family members back to

Apollo High School for this memorable occasion! 



SOES: Kids First in Community Service

The “Kids First” commitment of our DCPS staff was

demonstrated once again last week as teachers from

Southern Oaks Elementary School took time after 

completing professional development on Friday, Sept. 28,

to participate in the “Build a Bed” project, in which they

literally constructed bed frames and fitted them with 

mattresses, sheets and pillows, to be donated to children

who do not have a bed of their own on which to sleep at

night. This project was coordinated by Kentucky

Wesleyan College.

Thanks to the big hearts and helping hands of our 

Southern Oaks teachers, 10 students will now be able to

come to school ready to learn after sleeping peacefully in

a safe, comfortable bed they can call their own. 

Pictured above (front row) – Kim Thomas, Danielle

McPherson, Lisa Yeiser, Jennifer Baird

Back row – Kalynn McFadden, Heather Roos, Marcia

Tomes, Jennifer Humphrey, Kesley Boone, Samantha

Cottrell, Christy Wilson, Sarah Smith, Jamie Humphrey

and Kristy Standiford.

There were also several others who donated money for

bedding and books to accompany the beds. 



College and Career Readiness Update
By Amanda Jerome

DCPS College and Career Readiness Coordinator

We have been very busy this month exposing our high

school students to various opportunities to prepare them

for life after high school. I am 

excited about the options we have

available for students in our 

community and cannot think of a

time when there were more

prospects available to students

right out of high school. Below

are some of the exciting options

we have introduced to our 

students this month:

We have had various large and

small group college meetings with

admissions representatives, including Kentucky Wesleyan

College, Brescia University, the University of Alabama-

Huntsville, Transylvania University, Lindsey Wilson 

College, GO FAME (Greater Owensboro chapter of the

Federation for Advanced Manufacturing Education) and

the University of Kentucky.

Guidance counselors and college/career readiness coaches

hosted the first Early College meeting for all students 

enrolled in Early College on Sept. 14. This meeting was

designed to educate our Early College students on what

they might be missing at the high schools, including 

information and important dates. As a district, we have

more than 85 students enrolled in Early College. We want

to make sure these students feel connected to their high

schools, as well as to their guidance/CCR staff.

We hosted on-site admissions events with Murray State 

University at both Apollo and Daviess County High

Schools on Sept. 18-19. Both of these events were VERY

successful! We had more than 45 students district-wide

apply to Murray State over those two days, and were 

accepted on the spot! See photo at right for two of those

happy faces!

Our first Kids on Campus tour this year was to Kentucky

Wesleyan College. We transported more than 75 students

to KWC for an admissions presentation, tour of campus

and lunch. Many of our students are interested in 

attending KWC after graduating from high school, so a

trip like this gives them the opportunity to learn more

about the campus.

Brescia University hosted the Senior Owensboro Regional

College Fair in the new Moore Center on campus on Sept.

19. All high school seniors from across the region were 

invited to attend. Daviess County Public Schools sent

more than 700 seniors to the college fair, where students

had the opportunity to talk with more than 40 college 

representatives from across the state.

The Kentucky Dual Credit Scholarship keeps us busy

every year! This year has been no different! Juniors and

seniors in the state of Kentucky who are enrolled in dual

credit coursework are eligible for two free classes through

the dual credit scholarship. This year’s deadline was Oct.

1, so we were busy reminding students of their eligibility,

as well as helping many students apply.

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

opened on Oct. 1 for the 2019 fall semester. Did you know

that nearly every person attending college needs to file a

FAFSA — even if you or your family will not be eligible

for Pell grant money? Most scholarships will not consider

a candidate without a current FAFSA on file. We are 

hosting FAFSA information nights, which are open to the

community, during the month of October. Apollo will 

host a FAFSA night from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 4;

and DCHS will host after Fall Break from 7 to 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 18. Financial aid counselors from

KHEAA, OCTC, Brescia and KWC will be on hand to 

assist families with filing and answer any questions they

might have. Any family is welcome to attend. 

A pizza dinner will be provided at each event. See page 7

of this newsletter for more information.

Continued on Next Page

Amanda Jerome

Sister and brother Reagan and Porter Watkins applied

and were immediately accepted to MSU during an on-site

admissions event at Daviess County High School.



CCR Update

Pictured from left are Kelly Powers, DCHS senior 

guidance counselor; Megan Niccodeamus, DCHS

FRYSC coordinator; Amanda Jerome, DCPS CCR 

coordinator; and Trey Pippin, DCHS CCR coach, at the

Daviess County High School “County to College” event.

Below: DCHS and AHS students tour Kentucky Wesleyan

College.

Apollo and Daviess County high schools are hosting

FAFSA Help Nights to provide information and support to

families who have questions or need assistance with the

Free Application for Federal Student Aid process.

Both events are open to the public. Everyone is welcome;

attendance is not limited to students and families in the

DCPS district. Advance registration is not required.

The Apollo event is scheduled from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday,

Oct. 4. The DCHS program will be from 4 to 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 18.

Those attending may wish to take the following items:

FSA ID for both the student and the dependent student’s

parent/stepparent; Social Security numbers; alien 

registration numbers (if not a U.S. citizen); 2017 Federal

Income Tax returns, W-2s, and other records of money

earned; bank statements and records of investments (if 

applicable); parents’ date of birth, Social Security number,

marital status and date parent was married, divorced or

widowed.

A free family dinner will be provided at both events, 

offering pizza, cookies and soft drinks. Free childcare will

also be available at the Apollo High School event only.

Parents and guardians will have the opportunity to work

with local college financial aid officers from Owensboro

Community and Technical College, Brescia University

and Kentucky Wesleyan College, who will provide free

professional financial assistance for families who are 

exploring options and opportunities for their high school

seniors to attend college next year.

All high school seniors are encouraged to file the FAFSA

in the month of October. That application is required 

before a student can receive financial aid, work-study,

college loans and many scholarships.

These programs are sponsored by AHS and DCHS 

guidance departments and the Youth Service Centers, 

who work closely with students/families and College and

Career Readiness coaches to ensure that every student has

the opportunity to attain a college education in his/her

field of interest.

For more information, contact:

Apollo High School – Kelly Spaw 270-852-7105 

Daviess County High School – Trey Pippin 270-852-7305
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This is the last week of our United Way campaign! If

you’ve already completed your pledge form, thank you. 

If not, please consider donating to United Way. Every 

donation is appreciated, no matter the amount. This is our

opportunity to make a difference in the lives of so many

people who are in need of help.

United Way Agency Spotlight:

Hospice of Western Kentucky
Our goal as hospice caregivers is to make the patient’s

final stage of life as full and rewarding as possible, and

one of our ways of accomplishing this is with a “Wish”

program we created specifically to grant last wishes, when

possible, for patients who haven’t the financial or other

means to make the wish happen themselves.

Not every wish is big; some may even seem simple. But

each one has special meaning for the patient, and creates

lasting, heart-warming memories for the families left 

behind and for our staff.

As an example, Hospice employees are often thanked by

patients, families and friends for the care we provide to

their loved ones. What the community may not see,

though, is how much our patients bless us in return day

after day. One such blessing occurred for Hospice’s 

Spiritual Counselor, Mary Shultz, when a patient’s only

wish was to sing once again with the choir from his

church. Arrangements were made to surprise him, and on

a day everyone shall remember for a long time to come,

his friends from the choir came for an afternoon of 

fellowship and singing with him at the Heartford House. 

“Working with Hospice, I have had so many rewarding

times with patients and their families,” Mary said, “but

hearing Mr. Purdy sing with his church choir rates right up

there at the top.” When Mr. Purdy sang with his friends,

Mary said she saw “a group of people who loved our 

patient, and our patient who loved a group of people,”

adding, “There were some very tender moments between

them. Each received a blessing and was so appreciative

for Hospice allowing it to happen. Mr. Purdy sang his 

little heart out, and at the end, he said the most precious

prayer that went straight to God’s ears, I am sure."

What Difference Will Your Investment Make?
With your investment of $100, Hospice of Western 

Kentucky can:

n Provide six “Comfort Care Kits” — a 24-hour stock of 
emergency medications provided for hospice 

home-care patients

n Provide two weeks of oxygen for one patient at the 
Heartford House

n Purchase 15 gait safety belts for hospice staff and 
caregivers to assist patients with walking/mobility

DCPS Staff Incentives
Just a reminder, as a special incentive this year: If you

give to United Way, not only will you have the satisfaction

of knowing you’ve helped someone in need, you’ll also be

eligible for the following:

n Every DCPS employee who donates his/her supporting
share will be entered into drawings to win one of three

gifts from Great Harvest, Walmart and Beef O’Brady’s.

n Every DCPS employee who donates at least $5/pay 
period or $120/year will be entered in a drawing to receive

a gift from Beef O’Brady’s.

n Every DCPS employee who donates will be entered in
drawings to win a gift from Texas Roadhouse (2 winners),

Beef O’Brady’s (10 winners), and Ritzy’s (10 winners).

When you give to United Way,

you are making a difference

in our community.

Thank you.

United Way Campaign Update – Last Week!


